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HOME OCCUPATION USE PERMIT 
(Cottage Food Operation) 

This information is provided as a guide to assist you in the preparation of your application for a 
Home Occupation Use Permit (HOUP).  It is also intended to explain the process by which the City 
analyzes and acts upon the application. 

What is a Home Occupation Use Permit? 
The Patterson Municipal Code is a body of law that, among other things, establishes the 
permitted uses for each of the various zoning districts within the City.  Generally, businesses are 
not allowed within the residential zones of the city.  However, there are provisions within the 
municipal code which allow for the operation of home occupations, subject to specific standards 
and conditions.  Home Occupation Use Permits are generally granted for administrative 
operations only.  However, other certain types of home operations may be allowed dependent 
upon their ability to meet the required standards and subject to additional conditions as may be 
deemed necessary. 

NOTE: Cottage Food Operators – Please obtain all Health Department  certifications prior to 
applying with the City of Patterson 

Application Submittal 
An application for a Home Occupation Use Permit shall be filed by the business owner with the 
Community Development Department on forms prescribed for this purpose. An application for a 
Home Occupation Use Permit is attached.  The application must be filled out completely, and 
must be accompanied by the following items: 

 A written statement of operational characteristics which should include all 
relevant details of the proposed use (detailed description of the type of use, 
operating hours, number of employees, vehicles, etc..); this should be signed and 
dated and accompany the home occupation use permit application on a separate 
piece of paper. 

 Property owner's concurrence in the application (if owner does not sign the 
application); 

 $210.00 Home Occupation Use Permit Fee.  
** This is a one time fee due at the time of application submittal, however if you move 
locations, you will have to reapply and pay this fee again** (this fee does not include 
Health Department Fees) 
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Note: Additional information may be required by the Community Development Director during 
review of your application.  

STANDARDS 

The following are standards that shall be adhered to for the issuance of a Home Occupation 
Use Permit: 

A. A home occupation must be conducted entirely within a dwelling by a person or persons
residing in the dwelling as a purely secondary and incidental use of such dwelling to its
primary residential use.

B. Off-site employees or partners are permitted so long as they do not work or report for
work at the subject property.

C. The residential appearance of the premises shall not be altered through remodeling or
new construction so as to give the appearance of other than normal residential premises
or to call attention to the premises.

D. There shall be no mechanical equipment or operation used which creates or makes noise,
dust, odor, vibration or other effects detectable at the property line.

E. There shall be no display of products produced by the home occupation visible in any
manner from the outside of the dwelling unit.  There shall be no sale of commodities upon
the premises.

F. The use shall not generate pedestrian or vehicular traffic other than trips by the one
allowed business vehicle per Section 18.92.080(H) of this chapter and bi-monthly business
deliveries by a carrier normally associated with residential deliveries.  Business customers
are not allowed on-site unless otherwise accepted by this chapter.

G. There shall be no storage of materials or supplies out-of-doors.

H. No more than one business vehicle shall be parked or used in connection with the
business on or near the premises.  All deliveries to and from the premises by the applicant
shall be only by the one allowed business vehicle.  "Business vehicle" means a car, pickup
or van (3/4 ton maximum size) used for home business purposes and driven by a person
residing on the premises.
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I. There shall be no advertising of the home occupation which uses the street address of the 

premises, and no on-site signs advertising the business. 
 
J. Not more than one room or ten percent (10%) of the floor area of the main building, 

whichever is greater, shall be used for the home occupation.  If a garage is used in 
connection with a home occupation, such use must not interfere with its primary use as 
vehicular storage. 

 
K. There shall be no raising of animals for commercial purposes. 
 
L. Other conditions deemed necessary by the Community Development Director. 
 
M. The following specific home occupation uses may be permitted subject to further 

limitations as follows: 
 
1. Contractors' and Subcontractors' offices are permitted as home occupations.  The 

storage of materials, equipment or more than one commercial vehicle not 
normally associated with residential uses shall be prohibited. 

 
2. Swimming lessons, music lessons, and other similar instructions, when given to no 

more than three students at one time. 
 

3. Dressmakers, limited to residents of the dwelling. 
 
N. The following uses are expressly prohibited as home occupations: 
 

1. Repair or reconditioning of motorized vehicles or equipment on-site. 
 

2. Manufacturing, including cabinet shops and similar uses. 
 

3. Repair or reconditioning of major household appliances. 
 

4. Repair or reconditioning of boats or recreational vehicles. 
 

5. Medical, dental and chiropractic clinics and offices and counseling services. 
 

6. Furniture repair, restoration and upholstery. 
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7. Beauty/barber shops, including nail and skin care salons. 

 
8. Real estate offices. 

 
9. Weapons and ammunition sales and service. 

 
10. Welding shops. 

 
11. Animal clinics and pet grooming shops. 

 
12. Massage establishments. 

 

Processing the Application 

The processing time for a Home Occupation Use Permit varies from twenty (20) to thirty (30) 
days.  Public Notice shall be posted in the newspaper, mailed to the subject property and mailed 
to all property owners within 300' of the subject property.  From the date of posting a ten (10) 
calendar day review period begins. After this review period has expired, a determination shall be 
made.  You will receive written communication of this determination, and if approved, any 
conditions of approval. If not paid at the time of application submittal, an invoice for the City of 
Patterson Business License will be mailed to you and after payment is received by the City, the 
business license will be mailed to you.  
 
Note:  The applications are processed once a week, due to noticing deadlines. The weekly 
deadline is Tuesday, 10:00 a.m., otherwise the application gets processed the following week. 

 
Appeal Process 

Any interested party, aggrieved by the determination of the Community Development Director, 

may appeal this decision to the Planning Commission within ten calendar days after such date of 

determination.  Approval of the application is not in effect until the appeal period has expired, or 

any appeal filed has been acted upon by the Planning Commission.  Appeals must be made in 

written form, addressed to the Planning Commission and accompanied by the required fee of 

$686.00. 
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Revocation 

A Home Occupation Use Permit may be revoked due to non-use, failure to comply with standards 
and conditions of approval, and failure to obtain a business license.  A Home Occupation Use 
Permit may be revoked following notice to the permittee at least ten (10) days prior to the 
revocation.  A decision to revoke a Home Occupation Use Permit may be appealed to the 
planning commission as specified in Chapter 18.84 of this title. 
 
If you have any questions regarding Home Occupation Use Permits, please contact the City of 
Patterson Community Development Department at (209) 895-8020. 
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HOME OCCUPATION USE PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
APPLICANT NAME: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
PROPERTY OWNER: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
PROPOSED BUSINESS NAME: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE OF BUSINESS PROPOSED: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
NATURE OF WORK PERFORMED AT THE RESIDENCE: 
 
I, THE UNDERSIGNED APPLICANT, DO HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND 
THE STANDARDS FOR THE HOM E OCCUPATION USE PERMITS, AND DO HEREBY AGREE TO ABIDE BY ALL 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL PLACED UPON THIS APPLICATION, AND THAT FAILURE TO ABIDE BY ALL 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL WILL RESULT IN THE REVOCATION OF THIS HOME OCCUPATION USE PERMIT 
AND ANY BUSINESS LICENSE ISSUED THEREAFTER. 

 
*SUBMIT COMPLETE ORIGINAL APPLICATION TO: CITY OF PATTERSON, COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT (PLANNING DIVISION) 1 PLAZA, 2ND FLOOR, PATTERSON, CA 95363 
 
APPLICANT SIGNATURE:______________________________________ DATE:______________ 
 
PROPERTY OWNER SIGNATURE:________________________________ DATE:______________ 
 
RECEIPT #_____________________ HOUP PERMIT #_____________________CITY BUSINESS LICENSE # __________________ 
 
DATE APP RECEIVED:______________________________  DATE OF APPROVAL:________________________________ 
 
ASSESSOR PARCEL # (APN):_______-_________-________  PUBLISH PO #:_____________________________________ 

 



Community Development Department 
1 Plaza, PO Box 667 

Patterson, CA 95363 
209.895.8020 

email: planning@pattersonca.gov 
www.pattersonca.gov 

7 | P a g e  

 

 
Home Occupation Use Permit - Statement of Operations 

 
Along with the Enclosed Applications, please include a detailed Statement of Operations. This is a 
handwritten or typed statement describing the following: 
 
1.  What are the hours of business. 
 
2.  Number of Employees. (if any) 
 
3.  Where your supplies will be kept. (if any) 
 
4.  That you are aware that customers are not allowed at the home. 
 
5.  Please describe in detail what type of product(s) your business consists of and how you 

will conduct your business. 
 
 
Thank You. 
City of Patterson 
Community Development Department 
Planning Division 
 

























BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION 

WOR.KER.S' COMPENSATION & 

SUPPLEMENT AL INFOR.MA TION 

WOR_KERS' COMPENSATION DECLAR_ATION 

I hereby affirm, under penalty of perjury,� of the following declarations: 

01 have and will maintain a certificate of consent to self-insure for workers' compensation, as provided by Section 3700, for the duration of 
any business activities conducted for which this license is issued. 

0 1 have and will maintain workers' compensation insurance, as required by Sections 3700, for the duration of any business activities 
conducted for which this license is issued,. 

My workers' compensation insurance carrier and policy number are: 

Carrier Policy Number _________________ _ 

I certify that in the performance of any business activities for which this license is issued, I shall not employ any person in any manner so as 
D to become subject to the workers' compensation laws of California. I further agree that if I should become subject to the workers'

compensation provisions of Section 3700 of the Labor Code, I shall forthwith comply with the provisions of Section 3700. 

Name 

Signature 
--------------------

Date 

Address 

Gty fu� 
----------- -----

ZIP 

WARNING: Failure to secure workers' compensation coverage is unlawful, and shall subject an employer to criminal penalties and civil fines up to 
$100,000, in addition to the cost of compensation, damages as provided for in section 3706 of the labor code, interest, and attorney's fees. 

SUPPLEMENT AL INFORMATION 
Please complete the following 

Will the occupancy or "use" of the building be changing? (will your business be significantly different than the previous business in this location, if 
any?) Examples: A restaurant opening in a former clothing store location; a pet store in a former insurance office. 

□YES

□NO

Will you be upgrading/remodeling the building (building walls, putting in restrooms, etc.)? 

If yes, please explain 

Will your establishment be serving or preparing food? 

If yes, please describe what types of food (prepared from scratch, prepackaged, ... et cetera) 





IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING CALIFORNIA STATE LAW SB 205 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2020 

BACKGROUND & REQUIREMENTS: 
Senate Bill (SB) 205, signed by Governor Newsom in 2019, requires a person or entity who conducts a 
business operation that is a “regulated industry” to demonstrate enrollment with the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program. By providing specified information on an initial or 
renewal City business license application, enrollment in the NPDES permit can be confirmed. The goal of the 
program is to address the health and safety of drinking water sources statewide.  

SB 205 does not affect all businesses. Only those businesses with primary Standard Industrial Classification 
(SIC) codes that are identified by the State Water Board as requiring enrollment in the Industrial General 
Permit (IGP) are affected. The questions below will guide you and the City in determining if your business 
requires enrollment in the IGP.  Completion and submission of this form is required for both 2020 new 
business license applications and renewals. 

STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION CODE (SIC) :    
Businesses may perform multiple functions.  Please list your predominant business function or activity that 
typically generates the highest revenue for your company in a given year as your primary SIC and, if 
applicable, auxiliary functions as additional SIC codes.   

The requirement solely impacts businesses with operating facilities with regulated industrial activities.  When 
using keywords to search for potentially applicable SIC codes, businesses need to consider the division 
definition in addition to the specific SIC code to determine the applicability of the SIC code(s) to their business 
operation.  The division structure of SIC codes consists of: 

A. Agriculture, Forestry, And Fishing
B. Mining
C. Construction
D. Manufacturing
E. Transportation, Communications, Electric, Gas, And Sanitary Services
F. Wholesale Trade
G. Retail Trade
H. Finance, Insurance, And Real Estate
I. Services
J. Public Administration

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
For additional guidance on how to apply for the Stormwater Industrial General Permit, contact the State Water 
Board:   

Website: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/sb_205_business_license_requirements.html 
Email:   stormwater@waterboards.ca.gov   
Phone:   (916) 464-3291 

You can also contact the City of Patterson’s Stormwater Program Manager @ (209) 895-8064 or via email at 
sdelgado@ci.patterson.ca.us 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/sb_205_business_license_requirements.html


For Office Use Only 
Approve Deny Business Lic#:  SIC: Recorded by: 

NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM 
SB 205 COMPLIANCE FORM 

City of Patterson 

INDUSTRIAL GENERAL PERMIT COMPLIANCE FORM 

The City of Patterson is required under California Senate Bill 205 and other regulations to identify the potential effect that each business may 
have on water quality. SB 205 was enacted to protect California's water resources from stormwater pollution. Stormwater runoff can contain 
pollutants such as oil, grease, sediment, and chemicals. These pollutants can contaminate our drinking water, harm aquatic life, and damage 
our natural resources. 

All businesses are also required to comply with the City of Patterson Storm Water and Urban Runoff Pollution Control Regulations (City Code 
Chapter 13.32), which prohibits the discharge of pollutants and non-storm water to City streets and storm drains. Per Senate Bill 205, 
all new and renewed business license applications from those in regulated industries must demonstrate enrollment with the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System’s Industrial General Permit. Failure to do so may prevent issuance of the license. 
For questions regarding this form, please e-mail emartinez@pattersonca.gov . For questions regarding enrollment and requirements of 
the Industrial General Permit contact the State Waterboards at (916) 464-3291 or stormwater@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Also, in close partnership with the Stanislaus County Department of Environmental Resources, the City is requesting that the following Questions be 
answered related to onsite Hazardous Materials Storage.  For any further information regarding the Stanislaus County Hazardous Materials 
regulations, please visit their website at https://www.stancounty.com/er/hazmat/pdf/hmd-business-brochure.pdf or contact them by phone at 
(209) 525-6700.

1. Will this business store or handle hazardous materials > 55 gallons, 500 pounds, or 200 cubic feet?
 Yes      No       Unsure         (Check One)

 (Check One)2. Will this business generate hazardous waste?  Yes      No      Unsure
If Yes, provide EPA ID:

3. Will this business generate medical waste?  Yes      No  Unsure         (Check One)
See reverse for Frequently Asked Questions. 

Site and General Information 

Date:   Business License#: 

Business Name:  

Business Address: 

Phone:   Email: 

Contact Name:   Title: 

Industrial General Permit Coverage Determination 

What is your Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Code:  
For help with SIC codes, visit www.osha.gov/data/sic-manual 

If you have an active permit with the California Water Board, please skip to the Permit Information section below and 
complete the rest of this form. If you do not have a permit, check to see if your SIC code is listed on the California 
Water Board’s website as potentially regulated. www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/sicnum.html 

If your SIC code is listed on the California Water Board’s website as potentially regulated and you do not have a 
permit, contact the California Water Board at (866) 563-3107 for more information regarding permit requirements. 

Permit Information 
Regulated facilities must include their ID number below. Failure to do so may result in the withholding of the City tax certificate/business 
license until the applicant supplies proof of registration. 

Industrial Permit ID # type (circle one): NOI NEC NONA WDID #: 
Declaration 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of California that the above information is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge. 

Signature Title Date 

mailto:stormwater@waterboards.ca.gov
https://www.stancounty.com/er/hazmat/pdf/hmd-business-brochure.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/data/sic-manual
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/sicnum.html


NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM 
SB 205 COMPLIANCE FORM 

City of Patterson 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q: What is an NPDES Permit? 
A: An NPDES permit is a federal permit that regulates point source discharges of pollutants into waters of the United 

States. The Clean Water Act prohibits discharge of pollutants from point sources into waters of the United States 
unless regulated by an NPDES permit. 

Q: Do I need to fill this out every year? 
A: No, only if your business changes primary activities. Otherwise, the City having record of your SIC code and ID 

number (if covered by the permit) is sufficient to maintain compliance. 

Q: I need help with registering for the Permit. 
A: Please note that registration with the Water Boards is not managed or administered by the City, all registration is 

done through the State. Contact the State Waterboards at (866) 563-3107 or stormwater@waterboards.ca.gov for 
instructions on how to get your business covered under the Permit. 
Other potentially useful resources: 
SMARTS – Industrial Stormwater Reporting Help Guides 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/smarts/industrial/indst_help_guides.html IGP 
Toolbox – https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/toolbox.html 

Q: Is there a fee? 
A: The City does not charge any additional fees for stormwater compliance registration. If your business is required to 

register, the State Waterboards may charge a fee depending on your stormwater discharge type (NOI, NEC, 
NONA). There is a nominal fee for inspections. Prior to inspection, you will receive a notice detailing the 
inspection process and fee. 

Q: What do the different permit types (NOI, NEC, NONA) mean? 
A: An NOI is a “Notice of Intent”, meaning that your industrial facilities may discharge to the storm drain. NEC is “No 

Exposure Certification”, meaning that your industrial facilities do not have any exposure to rainfall or could 
potentially drain to the storm drain. NONA is “Notice of Non-Applicability”, meaning your facility has no connection 
to a storm drain or is designed to retain all historical stormwater runoff. Please contact the State Waterboards for 
more information. 

Q: I need time to get my ID number. What should I do if I want to operate in the City in the meantime? 
A: The City cannot issue the business license until we have verified registration of your business. 

Q: What if I received this, but my business is only office or retail work? 
A: Ensure that you have the correct SIC Code for your business. Typically, retail services begin with 52xx through 

59xx, while offices offering professional services or administration are grouped from 70xx to 99xx. These SIC 
Codes are not covered under the Permit so “No” can be circled and an ID number is not needed. 

Q: I have multiple types of business use at my location 
A: Include the SIC code that is most relevant to your primary activities. The Permit only applies to the portion of your 

facility that participates in those activities. 

Q: I cannot find a SIC code that applies to my business activities 
A: Most SIC groups have a “miscellaneous” section that covers unspecified business activities and can be used for 

any cases that aren’t covered elsewhere. 

Q: I do not know my Business License number. 
A: Please email the City of Patterson Business License Division at finance@pattersonca.gov 

mailto:stormwater@waterboards.ca.gov
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/smarts/industrial/indst_help_guides.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/toolbox.html
mailto:finance@pattersonca.gov
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